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MADE IN EUROPE

25YEARS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION PRIZE - MIES VAN DER
ROHE AWARD, Collateral Event of the 14" International Architecture
Exhibition - la Biennale di Venezia

Vence, June 2014The European Commissionand theFundaci— Mies
van der Rohepresent Made in EuropeO, an exhibition tracing 25 years o
European architecture in tfalazzo Michiefrom June 7th to August 4th,
coinciding withBiennale Architettura 2014.

This exhibition highlights the archives of tl®iropean Union Prize for
Contemporary Architecture DMies van der Rohe Award begun in 1988.
It offers visitors a unique overview of the evolution of architecture in Eur
over the pas?5 years The archive, hel by the Fundaci— Mies van der Rc
in Barcelona, is Europetsggest collectionof documents on contemporary
architecture, with more tha500 projectsand230 original models

@013 marked the 25#mnniversary of the Prize, and we decided to revisit
archiveO say&iovanna Carnevali director of the Fundaci— Mies van de
Rohe. @his raw archive is physical evidence of time. It has the potential
multiple interpretations different OhistoriesO are made possible, illustrat
the richness and thewolution of national architecturesO

The Foundation offices are in the 1928rman Pavilion in Barcelona,
designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, demolished after the Internatio
Exhibition and reconstructed on the orlglnal site in 198611&0eproduct|on
became a document itself, théeto Document. This is the origin of the
archive, which correspondingly consists of documents and reproduction
help us analyse the past and imagine the future of architecture in EQrop
says Carnevali.

Visitors to the exhibition will discover how modern architecture over the |
century has eroded the singularities of each European nationOs style. C
then still talk about national architecture? Moreover, is there a OEurope.
nessO in architecture? Is there arfistishing feature in European
architecture beyond the fact that it d&2le in EuropeOQ?

Although arranged thematically (collective housing, education, cultural
centres, etc.), the archive documents are exhibited without context. Viey
together, they caprovide many differenanswersto questionslike: what
does collective housing mean? What are cultural centres? How are offic
designed? These answers, although diverse, share a common Europea
cultural definition of habitation and its appllcatlon in dtebture. They also
bring to light thecomplexity underlying the Kdade in EuropeO concept.

The exhibition is divided into four areas: OModels,0 OData,® OVoices,
OMaking of.O

Models. The first and second galleries contaisetection of 150 original
modelsby the Prize finalists. Aimeline of the last 25 yearsn Europe also
highlights links between developments in politics, science, culture and
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Data. This is the core of the exhibition: alm@¥500 projectsby nominees
over the last 2yearsof the European Priz&he project sketches construct
the space and shape a pathwajrough walls of file cards on a 25x25cm
grid, making the visitor experience the physical presence of architecture
OMade in EuropeO.@R codeon each project is Iked to the online
database, making the exhibition interactive, along with a dedicated Wi
connection to facilitate an tjp-date interpretation of contemporary
architecture.

Making of. The production of the OMade in EuropeO exhibition was ree
by agroup of 15 studentsfrom theEscola Tecnica Superior dOArquitectur
de Barcelona Universitat Politecnica de Catalunyavhose intense work of
opening and revising all the projects in the archive has been full of surpi
somewhat like Walter Benjamimpacking his library.

The "Made in Europe" exhibition will hostvo symposia

The first will be the Buropean-ness porositYD symposium on the same d:
as thenauguration ceremony on June 6th This forum will also be a
meeting point for the Commissionarkthe different pavilions and previous
Prize winners. At the second symposium, in+didy, pastvinners of the
Emerging Architects categoryof the Prize and othgoung and talented
architects will discuss the contemporary European architectural scene.



